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for TotalEnergies.
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This presentation has been prepared within a limited factual and contextual framework, to 

provide technical guidance regarding a specific topic relating to tax practice and does not 

purport to be a comprehensive review in respect of the subject matter, nor does it constitute 

legal advice or legal opinion. 

No reliance may be placed on this presentation by any party other than the initial intended 

recipient, nor may this be distributed in any manner or form without the prior, written consent 

of the South African Institute of Taxation NPC having been obtained and who does not 
accept any responsibility and/or liability of whatsoever nature and however arising, in 

respect of any reliance or action taken on, or in respect of, this presentation. 

Copyright in respect of this file and its contents remain vested in the South African Institute of 

Taxation NPC.

DISCLAIMER



1. Customs News & Updates – Dr Rodrick van Rooyen
2. Today’s Topic:  USA/RSA World Politics – What are the 

prospects under Trump?
i. Background
ii. AGOA process & compliance refresher
iii. Politics between USA & China (Tariffs), effects on African Trade incoming 

Policies
iv. Trump’s Tariffs and Potential Trade Shifts 
v. Chinese Strategic Reaction
vi. The US and China as Trade Powerhouses
vii. Trump’s threat to BRICS Community 
viii. Any effect on USD import denominations to RSA?
ix. US ally to Israel and RSA’s position on Israel-Gaza

3. CPD Questions Session

AGENDA



SARS / Customs Local News

Date GG and Notice 
Number

Description Implementation Date

29 
November 
2024

GG 51693
R.5601

Imposition of provisional payments in relation to anti-
dumping duties against the increased imports of U, I and 
H sections of iron or non-alloy steel, not further worked 
than hot-rolled, hot-drawn or extruded (excluding H- 
Sections of a height greater than 200 mm), and other 
angles and shapes of iron or nonalloy steel, of a height of 
80 mm or more not further worked than hot-rolled, hot 
drawn, or extruded, classifiable in tariff subheadings 
7216.31; 7216.32; 7216.33 and 7216.50, originating in or 
imported from the People’s Republic of China and 
Thailand (ITAC Report 737)

29 November 2024 up 
to and including 28 
May 2025

Legal Counsel: Secondary Legislation: Tariff Amendments 2024

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 3 December 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News
Legal Counsel: Secondary Legislation: Tariff Amendments 2024

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 3 December 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News
Legal Counsel: Secondary Legislation: Tariff Amendments 2024

Online reference: Online: https://www.itac.org.za/upload/document_files/20241129041729_Prelim-Report-No.737-v1-
_-AD-investigation-on-Structural-Steel.pdf ; Date: 3 December 2024

• The investigation into alleged dumping of structural steel 

products from the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and Thailand 

was initiated on 20 September 2024, due to evidence of dumped 

prices harming the SACU industry. 
• The Applicant in the investigation is ArcelorMittal Rail and 

Structures (“AMRAS”, a division of ArcelorMittal South Africa Limited 
(“AMSA”)and they applied for remedial action against the alleged 
dumping of structural steel products.

• The steel products are as follows: 7216.31 – U Sections; 7216.32 – I 
Sections; 7216.33 – H Sections; and 7216.50 – Other angles, shapes 
and sections, not further worked than hot-rolled, hot-drawn or 
extruded. 

• Despite sending questionnaires to foreign exporters and local 

importers, no responses were received. 

• The Commission preliminarily determined dumping occurred and 

requested provisional payments from SARS to safeguard the 
domestic industry during the ongoing investigation.

https://www.itac.org.za/upload/document_files/20241129041729_Prelim-Report-No.737-v1-_-AD-investigation-on-Structural-Steel.pdf
https://www.itac.org.za/upload/document_files/20241129041729_Prelim-Report-No.737-v1-_-AD-investigation-on-Structural-Steel.pdf


SARS / Customs Local News

Date GG and Notice 
Number

Description Implementation Date

22 
November 
2024

GG 51641
R.5580

Amendment to Part 2 of Schedule No. 5, by the 
substitution of Notes 1(a) and 1(d) to refund item 522.07 
to add the reference to “licensed marine remover” and to 
provide for the Controller to exercise a discretion on the 
goods to be sealed under supervision by an officer to 
facilitate the refunding of duties paid upon removal of 
“bonded fuel goods”.

With effect from 30 
November 2024

Legal Counsel: Secondary Legislation: Tariff Amendments 2024

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News
Legal Counsel: Secondary Legislation: Tariff Amendments 2024

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News

Date GG and Notice 
Number

Description Implementation Date

22 
November 
2024

GG 51641
R.5581

Amendment to Part 4 of Schedule No. 5, by the 
substitution of Notes 1(a) and 1(d) to drawback item 
541.01 to add the reference to “licensed marine remover” 
and to provide for the Controller to exercise a discretion 
on the goods to be sealed under supervision by an officer 
to facilitate the refunding of duties paid upon removal of 
“bonded fuel goods”.

With effect from 30 
November 2024

Legal Counsel: Secondary Legislation: Tariff Amendments 2024

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News
Legal Counsel: Secondary Legislation: Tariff Amendments 2024

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News

Date GG and 
Notice 
Number

Description Implementation 
Date

22 
November 
2024

GG 51627
R.5562

Insertion of rules under sections 21, 60, and 120 of the Customs Act, relating to 
the storage of imported bonded fuel goods in special customs and excise storage 
warehouses (DAR259)
Notice R.5562

DA 185 – Application form – Registration / Licensing of Customs and Excise 
Clients
Annexure DA185.4B4 – Licensing Client Type 4B4 – Special Storage 
Warehouse
Annexure DA185.4B17 – Licensing Client Type 4B17 – Marine remover of 
imported bonded fuel goods

Publication details will be made available upon promulgation in the Government 
Gazette.

The rule amendment relates to the storage of imported bonded fuel goods in 
special customs and excise storage warehouses.

With effect from 
30 November 
2024

Legal Counsel: Secondary Legislation: Rule Amendments 2024

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lsec-ce-ra-2024-05-r5562-gg-51627-inserting-rules-under-ss-21-60-120-storage-of-imported-bonded-fuel-goods-22-november-2024/
https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lsec-ce-ra-2024-05a-da-185-application-form-registration-or-licensing-of-customs-and-excise-clients-22-november-2024/
https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lsec-ce-ra-2024-05b-annexure-da-185-4b4-licensing-client-type-4b4-special-storage-warehouse-22-november-2024/
https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lsec-ce-ra-2024-05c-annexure-da-185-4b17-licensing-client-type-4b17-marine-remover-of-imported-bonded-fuel-goods-22-november-2024/
https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News

Due Date for 
Comments

Legislation Description Send Comments 
To

2 December 
2024

Customs and 
Excise Act, 1964

Draft Amendments to Schedules

Part 1 of Schedule No. 1 – By the deletion and insertion of 
various tariff subheadings as well as the insertion of 
Additional Note 1 under Chapter 44 to provide for technical 
amendments for statistical purpose.

Comments to be recorded on the Customs & Excise Tariff 
Amendments Comment Sheet.
Date published: 18 November 2024

technicaltariff@sar
s.gov.za

Draft Documents for Public Comment

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lprep-draft-2024-44-draft-amendment-in-part-1-of-schedule-no-1-additional-note-1-under-chapter-44-18-november-2024/
https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lprep-draft-customs-and-excise-tariff-amendments-comment-sheet-revised-15-july-2022/
https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lprep-draft-customs-and-excise-tariff-amendments-comment-sheet-revised-15-july-2022/
mailto:technicaltariff@sars.gov.za
mailto:technicaltariff@sars.gov.za
https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News
Draft Documents for Public Comment

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News
Draft Documents for Public Comment

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News
Draft Documents for Public Comment

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News

Due Date for 
Comments

Legislation Description Send 
Comments To

25 November 
2024

Customs and 
Excise Act, 1964

Draft Form
Draft DA 5 – List of sealable goods on board ship
Comments on rules and forms to be recorded on the Customs 
& Excise Rule Amendments Comment Sheet.

Explanatory Note
Section 9 and the rules thereto provide for sealing of goods on 
board ship. In terms of this section, the master and every crew 
member shall declare all sealable goods on board the ship 
which are unconsumed stores of such ship and all sealable 
goods which are his personal property or in his possession. 
The form has been amended to align with legislation.

Date published: 11 November 2024

C&E_Legislativecomme
nts@sars.gov.za

Draft Documents for Public Comment

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lprep-draft-2024-43-draft-da-5-list-of-sealable-goods-on-board-ship-11-november-2024/
https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lprep-draft-customs-and-excise-rule-amendments-comment-sheet-revised-15-july-2022/
https://www.sars.gov.za/legal-lprep-draft-customs-and-excise-rule-amendments-comment-sheet-revised-15-july-2022/
mailto:C&E_Legislativecomments@sars.gov.za
mailto:C&E_Legislativecomments@sars.gov.za
https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


SARS / Customs Local News
Draft Documents for Public Comment

Online reference: Online: https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/ ; Date: 27 November 2024

https://www.sars.gov.za/whats-new-at-sars/


Guest Speakers 

“USA & RSA WORLD POLITICS
 WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS UNDER TRUMP?”

TOPIC FOR TODAY

S P E C I A L  G U E S T

M R  S I P H O  M H A G A

Customs and Excise Senior Manager: 

Indirect Taxes

  T :+27 (0) 78 782 9139

  Email: Sipho.Mhaga@sng.gt.com

S P E C I A L  G U E S T

M R  Y A M A N I  S E L A N A

 VAT & Customs South Africa

Email: yamani.selana@za.andersen.com

Cell: +27 60 944 3149

mailto:Sipho.Mhaga@sng.gt.com
mailto:yamani.selana@za.andersen.com


Background

The return of D. Trump as US President - What it means for Global and South African 

Trade?

o The Customs (import/export) community are aware (or should be) of the ever-

changing geopolitical landscape and effect on global trade.  

o The talk of the world is that of Mr. D Trump winning the US elections - taking 

office in early January 2025.

o What does this mean for global trade, importers, and exporters thereof?

o If we dive deep on Trump’s foreign policy for his 2nd term in office, there is  high 

probability of notorious Trump’s Tariffs reinstatement.

o He introduced heavy import tariffs in his first tenure, and his statements appear 

to be even much more aggressive, come January 2025.



AGOA Process & Compliance

AGOA_FACT_SHEET.pdf

http://www.publicworks.gov.za/PDFs/GOVCOMMS/documents/AGOA_FACT_SHEET.pdf


Politics between USA & China (Tariffs), effects on 
African Trade

- Incoming Policies

History repeats itself:

o 2018 Donald Trump’s Elections campaign, called tariffs on Chinese and Mexican 

imports.

o Duly implemented when he took office.

o In 2018 - 2019, President Donald Trump 1st term administration, imposed Tariffs: 

➢ To rebalance US trade deficit. 

➢ To protect domestic industries - companies and jobs.



Trump’s Tariffs and Potential Trade Shifts

o As Trump is about to take 2nd term office, tariff experts raised concerns of  the 

administration’s crony capitalism. 

o Potential to drastically shift the landscape for global trade and customs.

o Aggressive tariff regimes and structures are anticipated.

o Especially directed to the trade with China.

➢ Already, Tesla is facing rising tariffs on imports from its China plants.

➢ Could relook on strategies into navigating the evolving trade tensions.

➢ The United Sates House bill considers stripping China’s “Most Favoured 

Nation” status.

➢ Impose tariffs thereof of up to 100% of commodities from China origin.



Chinese Strategic Reaction

Advance its Chinese Export Control Law (ECL) which is not just another policy.

o It is a sweeping legislative framework that unifies and streamlines China’s export 

control regime. 

o One of the core features of the ECL is the expanded scope of controls, which 

mirrors several aspects of US export control laws.

o Just like US export controls, the ECL introduces a blacklist mechanism.

o This blacklist targets individuals, organisations, and companies that are deemed       

to jeopardise national security.

o Like US regulations, what qualifies as “national security” could be subjective.



The US and China as Trade Powerhouses

o The trade tensions between these 2 trade powerhouses could lead to overall 

sour global customs tariffs.

o South African exporters to the US may not only export SA originated products 

only, some may also originate from China. 

o These may face severe high tariffs in the US, affecting those exporting entities. 

The reverse for China based exports of US origin may face a similar fate.

o For example: SA is considering importing white maize (corn) from SA to some to 

meet regional demand.  

o China currently does not import maize or wheat from RSA, but significantly from 

US among other countries.

o The shift on trade with the US could spell other mechanisms, including from RSA.

o Will the US be willing to trade with SA, including other commodities at preferential 

tariffs?



Trump’s threat to BRICS Community
o South Africa is part of the BRICS community - effect on USD import denominations  to 

SA.

➢ Trump recently had a burst that he will not stand by and watch the BRICS 
Countries move away from the Dollar domination.

➢ He alluded that commitment is required from these countries in that regard, 

including not creating a new BRICS Currency.

➢ Should that happen, they will face 100% Tariffs. 

➢ Never sell their products to the US Economy again.

o The effect of using dollar currency even when US transaction is not involved, on many 

occasions. 

➢ The customs value is very high caused by exchange ratio, leading to high import 

VAT and customs duties.

➢ While, for example, a trade with Australia supplier and a South African purchase, if 
they could use its currency that could make the customs value a little lower, 

resulting in lower import taxes and other taxes based on import commodities.



US Ally to Israel and SA’s position on Israel-Gaza

o It is an open secret that the US has been a major contributor to Israel providing 

significant military aid.

o United States spent $17.9 billion on military aid to Israel from October 2023 to 

October 2024,

o Meanwhile, South Africa’s legal team submitted hundreds of pages of evidence 

(ICJ) to prove, on paper, that Israel is guilty of genocide in Gaza.

o Trump may take tougher actions by also removing SA from its MFN list, as a 

punishment and impose up to 100& import duties, and/or restrict trade through 
quotas on both imports and exports.



For all who have attended CPD Webinars in the past.

For all who attend Work Group Meetings.

For all who promote SAIT Customs Professional 
Membership, attending, and chairing meetings.

Thank You



SAIT CPD Webinar Questions & Answers Thursday 05-12-24
Q1 Did US President, Donald Trump reduce customs tariffs for Mexico and China in his 

first administration in office? (Yes/No) 

Q2 South Africa is a member of the BRICS Community? (Yes/No)

Q3 AGOA provides duty-free access to the USA market for almost all products exported 

from more than 40 eligible sub-Sahara African (SSA) countries, including South 

Africa? (Yes/No)

Q4 US President Elect Donald Trump has threatened to increase customs tariffs for 

products into the US by 20% overall? (Yes/No)

Q5 Trump has also threatened to increase commodities from Mexico and China 

between 60% to 100%? (Yes/No) 

Q6 Trump has shown support and encouraged the BRICS Community to create its own 

trade currency? (Yes/No) 

Q7  Is SA set to import maize from the US? (Yes/No)

Q8  Origin of the product does not have an impact on the import tariffs globally, 

including SA? (Yes/No) 

Q9 Is China exporting to the US? (Yes/No) 

Q10 Is China part of US’s Most Favoured Nations (MFN)? (Yes/No) 
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